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WEST AUSTRALIAN COUNTRY FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR WATSON (Albany) [12.53 pm]:  I will talk today about the West Australian Country Football League.  
This league is not only the lifeline of country football but also the main breeding ground for the Australian 
Football League.  The West Australian Country Football League has seven regions, including Yilgarn and the 
great southern, and comprises 23 leagues, 157 clubs and 285 teams.  Some 7 125 footballers participate in 
country football, with 30 per cent being 16 and 17-year-olds.  Last year, there were 61 230 supporters and 
members throughout the league, and approximately 3 140 individual sponsors providing the much needed 
support for country teams to survive.  In 2001, 36 500 people attended senior grand finals in country football 
leagues.  Eight out of the 19 players drafted from Western Australia in the last draft came from country leagues, 
and currently 40 of the listed AFL players are from the country leagues.  Forty-two per cent of WAFL players 
come from the country leagues.  Some 4 055 people participate in the 95 Auskick centres, which is an increase 
of 14 per cent from 2000.  Sport is an important component of country life and I congratulate the Western 
Australian Country Football League on its success.   

I take this opportunity to slam all WAFL clubs, except West Perth, for their head-in-the-sand attitude on the Peel 
Football Club issue.  Football will not grow if the clubs cater to self-interest and show a lack of vision for the 
future.  I know that I speak on behalf of the member for Mandurah, who is a great supporter of the Peel Football 
Club, when I tell those clubs to grow up, look outside the circle and to put football in general first.  Good luck to 
the Peel Football Club in its endeavours to stay in the league.  
 


